D Grade Round 1
That the government should subsidise tourism in regional
Victoria
Background:
Regional Victoria is a varied landscape, from the sandy dunes of the Mallee to the
sapphire sea off the Gippsland coast. In a 2019 report, the government said that they
“want visitors to travel further, stay longer and spend more in regional Victoria.”
Many people often chose, in pre-COVID times, to travel overseas. According to the
Australian Bureau of Statistics, Australians made 11.2 million overseas trips in 201819, 5.4 million more than in 2008-9. The most popular destination was New Zealand,
followed closely by Indonesia.
In December 2020, the Victorian Government announced the Regional Travel
Voucher Scheme, providing a small refund to Victorians that take holidays in regional
Victoria. They hope that this will benefit regional economies.
Affirmative teams: Think about how big you want the subsidy to be. Are you
advocating the current voucher scheme, or are you going to go bigger and offer to
cover more of the costs? Consider how much of a difference you want to make. The
bigger the difference, the bigger the subsidy needs to be.
Negative teams: Consider whether you think there needs to be more regional
tourism or not. Is there a better way to promote holidays in regional Victoria? Should
we be avoiding holidays altogether?

Questions for consideration:
•

•

•

•

What does regional Victoria have to offer? Where should we visit, and why?
What do Melbourne or other cities and states offer?
o How these similar?
o How are they different?
How will this impact regional Victorians? Will it be better or worse overall?
o Will it bring more money? How?
o Will it change their way of life? Why?
o What about the environment? Or transport?
How will this impact tourists? Will it be better or worse overall?
o Will the holidays be as good? Why?
o Are they missing out on somewhere else? Why?
o What holidays, if any, should we be having?
Should the government be playing favourites? Are there reasons that the
Victorian government would focus on the regions?

Resources:
Victoria’s Regional Travel Voucher Scheme:
https://www.vic.gov.au/regional-travel-voucher-scheme
A Press Release from the Victorian Government:
https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/more-vouchers-support-travel-regional-victoria
An article on the Voucher Scheme:
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-12-12/victoria-to-issue-more-tourism-vouchersafter-website-crashes/12977918
Things to visit in Victoria, categorised by region:
https://www.visitvictoria.com/Regions
An article about why some regional towns want more tourists:
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-01-11/lakes-entrance-eager-for-visitors-aftercovid-scare-bushfires/13045102
An article about some changes in regional areas caused by tourism:
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-02-03/lakes-entrance-water-park/13115744
An article about some dangers of tourism:
https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/what-are-the-negative-effects-of-tourism-on-theenvironment.html

