B Grade Round 1, 2021
That schools should not teach texts that are deemed to contain
discriminatory (eg. sexist, racist, homophobic) content

Background:
The novella The Longest Memory, by Fred D’Aguiar, is currently on the VCE English
Units 3 & 4 Test list. It tells the story of African American slaves that lived in the
United States of America. One of its themes is racism, which is shown blatantly at
various points in the novella with white supremacist rhetoric.
Many texts proposed to be taught in schools across the world have been examined
to determine whether they are the right types of texts for students to be engaging
with.
Depictions of intolerance can be highly confronting, particularly for people that are
from similar social groups to the victim. On the other hand, an accurate depiction of
history may require exposing the darker sides of human nature.
A range of subjects could be considered to examine texts, including: English, English
Language, Theatre Studies, Drama, Media Studies and History. You do not have to
include all of these, but think about how big a change you want to make or why a
subject should be subject to different requirements.

Questions for consideration:
•
•
•
•
•
•

How do the texts we experience change the way we think and feel? Why does
that happen?
What detrimental impacts could discriminatory content have on students from
those groups?
Are there potential negatives of introducing students to discriminatory
language and ideas? Would they have engaged with this content otherwise?
What positives can be derived from engaging with depictions of bigoted or
offensive attitudes?
How are teachers impacted by the content they teach?
What sort of texts are likely to be removed? What subjects are likely to be
impacted?

Resources:
VCE English and English as an Additional Language Text Lists:
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/english/2020_Text_List_EnglishEAL.do
cx
Approaches to controversial texts in the classroom:
https://resilienteducator.com/classroom-resources/banned-books-and-triggerwarnings-how-should-teachers-navigate-tough-subjects-in-literature/
A Pros and Cons list about banned books. Not all are relevant:
https://connectusfund.org/16-major-pros-and-cons-of-banning-books-in-schools
A Guardian article:
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2011/jan/05/huckleberry-finn-edition-censors-nword
Los Angeles Times:
https://www.latimes.com/entertainment-arts/books/story/2020-11-12/burbank-unifiedchallenges-books-including-to-kill-a-mockingbird

