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That we should limit the number of government-funded university places
Australian universities receive funding from the government for each Australian student that they
have enrolled. This means that the more students that a university enrols, the more funding they
receive from the government. But this hasn’t always been the case: for a long period up until 2009
the government limited the number of university students they were willing to provide funding for.
The government considered a range of factors when it limited places, including the number of
available jobs for graduates once they have completed their degree.
The removal of funding limits (for all fields except medicine) led to a dramatic increase in the
number of students attending university, consequently leading to a large increase in the amount of
funding that the government needs to provide. Additionally, growth has disproportionately been in
degrees where there is a high demand for places from students (e.g. law). The increase in places has
also lowered the minimum requirements to enter many courses, allowing students who may not
have been able to gain entry to university in the past to now attend.
A university education offers many benefits to both students and broader society. However,
increasing costs challenge the sustainability of the system and raise questions as to how effective it
is.
Some questions to consider:







What would a cap look like? Who would decide how many places there are in each course?
Are there alternatives to capping government funding?
Is university education a right or a privilege? How does society benefit from university
graduates?
Do we want to increase the number of university graduates in Australia? Why?
Is education just about getting a job?
Should we be pushing more students into universities? Do we need to focus more on other
pathways?

Some articles to consider:






http://www.afr.com.ezp.lib.unimelb.edu.au/business/legal/too-many-law-graduates-andnot-enough-jobs-20151020-gkdbyx
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-02-02/prime-minister-malcolm-turnbull-unsw-studylaw-hass-atar/9390698
https://theconversation.com/capping-uni-funding-would-be-a-lose-lose-for-everyone-20010
https://theconversation.com/uncapping-of-university-places-achieved-what-it-set-out-todo-so-why-is-it-dubbed-a-policy-failure-61082
https://theconversation.com/seven-ways-universities-benefit-society-81072
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