Resource Guide: C Grade Round 2
That we should restrict urban sprawl

As cities continue to grow, they need to provide housing for their new residents as well as services such as roads, schools, hospitals, emergency services and public transport. Australian cities such as Melbourne typically accommodate many of their new residents by growing outwards and building additional suburbs on the edge of the city. In contrast, some European cities take active measures to dramatically restrict urban growth, primarily through requiring developers to build more dense housing such as units and apartments rather than free standing houses. This is particularly the case in Nordic cities such as Oslo and Reykjavik.

As urban sprawl continues, farmland and bushland is often turned into residential housing. Demand for these houses is quite high, with few Australian families willing to raise children in apartments, and declining housing affordability locking them out of the inner suburbs of cities. However, there are concerns over the ability of cities to continue to provide services and jobs when their population is spread out over such a large area. Additionally, urban sprawl may struggle to keep pace with continued population growth.

Some questions to think about:
· How would you restrict urban sprawl?
· How can cities like Melbourne continue to house a growing population if urban sprawl is restricted?
· Do we actually need to restrict urban sprawl in order to encourage inner-city development? Are there other alternatives available?
· What sort of land development would occur if urban sprawl were restricted?
· What sort of services need to be provided to people? Is it harder or easier to provide these services when urban sprawl is restricted? Can existing services cope with denser housing development?
· What sort of housing do people want to live in? Are their preferences important? Why?
· What is the environmental impact of urban sprawl?
· Would restricting urban sprawl have an impact on housing affordability?

Some resources:
Overseas restrictions:
· http://www.reuters.com/article/us-iceland-capital-carbon-idUSKCN11I2AD
Impact on farmland:
· http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/urban-sprawl-is-eating-melbournes-foodbowl-20151025-gkhvrn.html
Alternative housing options (such as apartments):
· https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2013/12/the-health-risks-of-small-apartments/282150/
Changes to Australian cities:
· https://theconversation.com/density-sprawl-growth-how-australian-cities-have-changed-in-the-last-30-years-65870
Housing affordability:
· http://www.afr.com/real-estate/residential/vic/affordable-housing-new-melbourne-suburb-to-support-15000-homes-20170213-gubka2
· [bookmark: _GoBack]https://www.domain.com.au/news/only-seven-suburbs-in-melbourne-are-affordable-for-firsthome-buyers-20170223-guj8m4/
